
Update 5  
March 2015 

 
AESA made considerable progress in networking and knowledge management during the past six 

months.  

Networking at the country level  

The Bangladesh Extension Network (BE-net) organized their second meeting at Dhaka on 24 September 

2014. In the meeting, BE-net identified two sub-committees, one to work on a draft constitutions and 

the other to develop a webpage for BE-net. The members of Indian Extension Network (IEN) met for the 

second time at Karnal on 3 February 2015 and discussed several issues related to improving the 

effectiveness of extension and advisory services in India.  

 

Participation at the 5
th

 GFRAS Annual Meeting (23-25 September 2014) 

Participants from Asia discussed the 

common challenges in rural advisory 

services (RAS) in Asian countries and the 

current status of networking initiated in 

the different countries. This meeting held 

at Buenos Aires, Argentina, discussed the 

importance of evidence-based policies for 

extension and rural advisory services and 

how to influence these policies to 

strengthen RAS.  
 

AESA participated in the discussions on 

development of the “New Extensionist Learning 

Kit” organised by the GFRAS Consortium for 

Extension Education and Training at South Africa 

in November 2014 and January 2015. During the 

same period, meetings with students and faculty 

in extension were organised at the Tamil Nadu 

Agricultural University (TNAU), Coimbatore, 

Agricultural  

Update 19
March 2022

Agricultural Extension in South Asia (AESA), parti cipated in webinars, worked on 
strengthening of several country fora, and published several outputs from September 2021 
to March 2022.

Country Fora Strengthening

Bangladesh Agricultural Extension Network (BAEN), under the IFAD-funded Last Mile 
Programme (LMP), co-organized a ‘Leadership training for rural youth lead farmers’ from 
07 to 08 January 2022, in collaborati on with Palli Karma Sahayak Foundati on (PKSF). It was 
a two-day residenti al training where 21 trainees from fi ve NGO partner organizati ons of 
PKSF parti cipated. 

F H Ansary, MD and CEO, ACI Agribusiness, Bangladesh; Md. Afzal Hossain Bhuiyan, 
Organising Secretary, Bangladesh Agricultural Extension Network (BAEN); and Saravanan 
Raj, Director (Agricultural Extension), Nati onal Insti tute of Agricultural Extension 
Management (MANAGE), India; parti cipated in the ‘Sensiti zati on Workshop on Country 
Network of Extension and Advisory Services Providers, Cambodia’ held in a hybrid mode 
on 29 March 2022.

The Network of Agricultural Extension & Advisory Services in Sri Lanka (NAEASSL) organised 
its Annual General Meeti ng (online) on 1 March 2022. AESA made a short presentati on 
on the experience of customisati on and mainstreaming of the New Extensionist Learning 
Kit (NELK) into the training/educati on curricula in South Asia through a virtual Workshop 
organised by the Central Asia and the Caucasus Forum for Rural Advisory Services (CACFRAS) 
Network in Uzbekistan on 24 February 2022. 

Update 20
September 2022

Agricultural Extension in South Asia (AESA), organized webinars, worked on 
strengthening country fora, and published several outputs from April 2022 to 
September 2022.

Country Fora Strengthening

A meeting to reflect on the progress of the IFAD-supported Last Mile Programme 
(LMP) in Bangladesh was organized face to face at the BAEN (Bangladesh 
Agricultural Extension Network) Office on 23 April 2022, with representatives 
from the AESA Secretariat. On 23 June 2022, the AESA-BAEN team presented 
the findings from the study on the six IFAD-supported initiatives focusing on 
last mile service delivery in Bangladesh to the IFAD country team. BAEN held its 
18th Executive Committee meeting on 30 July 2022. It also organised an event on 
27 August 2022, to present cheques to the candidates selected for innovation 
grants under the LMP.

Network of Agricultural Extension and Advisory Services of Sri Lanka (NAEASSL) 
in collaboration with the Coconut Cultivation Board, Sri Lanka, is engaged in 
translation of the Global Forum for Rural Advisory Services (GFRAS)-New 
Extensionist Learning Kit (NELK), to Sinhala. An evaluation workshop to review 
the content was organised on 9 May 2022. An expert panel constituted by 
NAEASSL is currently reviewing the content and this will be finalised soon. On 
7 May, NAEASSL organized a webinar by Priyanga Dissanayake, Head of the Soil 
and Plant Nutrition Division, Sustainable Agriculture Research and Development 
Centre on the topic ‘Are we Finishing Organic Agriculture?’ 

Capacity Development

As part of the Joint Action Plan (JAP), funded under the TAP-AIS Project, AESA 
on behalf of Asia Pacific Islands Rural Advisors Services (APIRAS) collaborated 
with the Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI) 
and the Research and Extension Unit of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of the United Nations on several activities. Six Good Practices Notes that 



AESA Secretariat: Centre for Research on Innovati on and Science Policy (CRISP),
 Road No 10, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad 500034, India

www.aesanetwork.org        Email: aesanetwork@gmail.com

Networking

AESA parti cipated in a virtual dialogue organised by Commission on Sustainable 
Agricultural Intensifi cati on (CoSAI) and Asia Pacifi c Associati on of Agricultural Research 
Insti tuti ons (APAARI), on ‘The innovati on investment landscape and future food systems’ 
on 28 September 2021. AESA parti cipated in the 8th Tropical Agricultural Platf orm (TAP) 
Partners Assembly from 23 to 24 November, and the GFRAS 12th Annual Meeti ng during 
30 November - 3 December. AESA represented APIRAS at the 2021 Annual Meeti ng of 
Internati onal Associati on of Agricultural Sustainability (IAAS) held on 10 December 2021, 
and presented the fi ndings of the Joint Rapid Appraisal on Strengthening Agricultural 
Innovati on Systems in Asia-Pacifi c.

AESA collaborated (on behalf of APIRAS), in the webinar on ‘Women in research and 
extension: Advancing gender equality in innovati on’ organised on 08 March 2022, on 
the occasion of Internati onal Women’s Day. This event was co-organised by APAARI, in 
collaborati on with APIRAS, and TAP, hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organizati on of 
the United Nati ons (FAO).  The main speakers  refl ected on their personal experiences in 
research and extension which was very inspirati onal. 

The BAEN team is supporti ng a study that is drawing lessons 
from last mile delivery services organised by pluralisti c 
extension service providers in Bangladesh, supported by 
IFAD funded projects in Bangladesh. 

Knowledge Management 

AESA, through its website, published 13 blogs, three good 
practi ces notes, four book reviews, 13 meeti ng notes, and 
one face to face interview during this period. It has crossed 
three milestones as it has published the 50th Good Practi ce 
Note, the 100th Meeti ng Note and the 150th Blog during the 
last six months. AESA led the assessment of ‘Integrati ng 
Nutriti on into Extension and Advisory Services in Telangana 
(India)’ based on the FAO-GFRAS Global Capacity Needs 
Assessment Methodology and the country report is currently available.

highlight experiences on successful 
strengthening of capacities from the 
Asia-Pacific Region has been published. 
AESA also organized a webinar on 
‘Strengthening Agricultural Innovation 
Systems (AIS) in Asia-Pacific: Research-
Extension Interface’ on 21 June 2022, to 
showcase good practices from the region 
that have successfully addressed some 
of these challenges in strengthening AIS. 

AESA organised the first Meeting of the APIRAS-APAARI-FAO Working Group 
(WG) on Agroecology on 10 June 2022. The WG members deliberated on 
the challenges in mainstreaming agroecology in the research, extension and 
education agencies in Asia-Pacific and ways of strengthening these capacities 
to promote agroecology, which could then be supported by both Regional 
Research and Extension Organizations in Asia-Pacific (APAARI and APIRAS). 

Networking

Dr. Mahesh Chander, Head, Division 
of Extension Education, ICAR-Indian 
Veterinary Research Institute and Dr. 
Saravanan Raj, Director (Agricultural 
Extension), National Institute of 
Agricultural Extension Management 
(MANAGE), interacted with students 
and faculty of Agricultural Extension 
at the Navsari Agricultural University, 
Gujarat, India on 6 September 2022 
and discussed about GFRAS and AESA 
networks and the new extension competencies that are needed currently. AESA 
supported the Regional Consultation for Transformative Pathways for Rural 
Advisory Services in the Near East and North Africa that was held on 29-30 June 
2022; and with other GFRAS Regional Networks participated in the discussion 
on establishement of a new regional network of Rural Advisory Services at the 
North Africa and Near East (NENA) region.

Knowledge Management

AESA, through its website, published 12 blogs, two Good Practices Note, one 
book review, and four meeting notes, during the last six months.


